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State with, so ambitious a scheme. He began in July 1835
by representing to the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr.
Spring Rice)l the desirability of gathering together, in some
public place, specimens of all the economically valuable
mineral substances met with in the course of the Survey,
such as materials for making roads, buildings, or public
works, useful metals, and, in short, all minerals having any
industrial importance. Such collections, he suggested, would
be of great service in embodying a large amount of informa-
tion of great practical value, and not otherwise attainable.
They should be arranged, he said, with every reference to
instruction, and should be placed under the management of
the Office of "Works. These plans received a favourable
hearing from the Government of the time. They were fur-
ther carried out and improved under successive Ministers,
from each of whom, and specially from Sir Eobert Peel,
came assistance and encouragement.2

The first home for the incipient Museum was found in
a house belonging to the Crown in Craig's Court, Charing
Cross. No sooner had the place been obtained than pre-
sents of specimens from the Cornish friends of Sir Henry
and the Survey came pouring in in abundance. In due

1  See ante, vol. i. p. 228.

2 Sir Robert Peel took a special interest in the formation and growth of
the establishment under De la Beche.    He himself drew up the Treasury
Minute dated 27th December 1844, transferring the Geological Survey from
the Board of Ordnance to the Office of Works, Woods, etc.   In that minute
also the Geological Survey of Ireland, which had been begun by Captain
Portlock as part of the work of the Ordnance Department, and afterwards
discontinued, was re-established as a branch of the Survey under De la
Beche.    The Chief Commissioner at that time was Lord Lincoln (after-
wards Duke of Newcastle), who likewise gave much time and thought to
the fostering of the museum and surveys.    In particular, he drew up a
full letter of instructions to De la Beche for the conduct of the various
services united under the guidance of the latter.                                       Htime Sir H. de la Beche was very ill,
